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The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 
of  the  Rural  District  of  St. Germans . 


Mr. Chairman,,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


During  the  year  1957  the  estimated  total  population  of  the  Health  Area 
r  .or  jased  by  220  as  compared  with  1956,  There  was  a  sizeable  increase  of  530 
mi  Torpomt  U.D.  with  smaller  increases  of  40  in  Looe  U.D.  and  10  in  Liskeard 
^e  estimated  population  fell  by  60  in  Liskeard  R.D.,  50  in  St.  Germans 
R.D.  and  50  in  Salt  ash  M.B,  Generally  speaking  there  is  in  this  part  of 
Cornwall  a  small  excess  of  live  births  over  deaths,  but  in  1957  the  position 
was  reversed,  and  the  total  of  live  births  -  691  -  was  one  less  than  the  total 
for  deaths.  The  birth  rate  for  the  Health  Area  was  15,4  per  1000  of  population 
compared  with  the  national  figure  of  16.1  per  1000,  The  still  birth  rate  at 
1^,1  per  1000  total  births  was  below  the  national  figure  of  22,4  The  infant 
mortality  rate  at  17.4  per  10 DO  live  births  was  also  below  the  figure  of  23,0 

for  England  and  Wales,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  during  1957  there 
were  no  maternal  deaths. 

During  the  year  deaths  in  the  Health  Area  totalled  692,  an  increase  of  40 
on  t  e  1956  total.  The  death  rate  at  12.2  per  1000  of  the  population  was 
slightly  above  the  national  rate  of  11,5.  The  average  age  at  death  was  67  years 
ior  males,  a  small  reduction  on  last  years  figure  of  68  years.  That  for  females 
was  ,3  years,  the  same  us  in  1956.  Both  figures  are  very  close  to  those  given 
by  the  Registrar  General  in  the  most  recently  published  Abridged  Life  Tables  for 
1956  for  EngLand  and  Wales.  Of  the  692  persons  who  died  during  the  year,  352 
or  51%  had  attained  or  exceeded  the  age  of  75  years  at  the  time  of  death.  The 
most  prevalent  cause  of  death  was  heart  disease  with  various  forms  of  cancer  again 
holding  second  place.  Of  defined  cancerous  conditions,  that  affecting  the 
windpip^  and  lung  was  most  numerous  although  shov/ing  some  reduction  on  the  figure 
or  1956.  It  is  again  interesting  to  note  that  of  the  21  persons  who  died  as  the 
result  of  accidents,  in  only  4  were  motor  vehicles  implicated. 

In  recent  years,  and  more  particularly  in  my  Annual  Reports  for  1956,  I 
'  have  written  about  the  increase  in  deaths  from  broncnial  and  lung  cancer  and  the 
probable  connection  between  this  disease  and  prolonged  and/or  heavy  consumption  of 
tobacco,  especially  in  the  i-orm  of  cigarettes.  There  have  been  no  great  developments 
m  the  investigations  which  are  going  on  into  this  important  subject.  I  think  it  is 
generally  agreed  that  as  the  factors  which  cause  these  cancers  probably  act  over  the 
course  of  many  years  the  answers  to  the  various  problems  posed  by  this  disease  will 
require  the  marsnalling  of  facts,  and  figures  over  a  long  period  before  confident  and 
generally  accepted  recommendations  for  prevention  can  be  put  forward.  In  the  meantime 
the  available  evidence  continues  to  suggest  that  cigarette  smoking  is  the  principal 
culprit,  find  one  feels  bound  to  continue  to  advise  young  adults  to  leave  the  tobacco 
habit  alone  since  this  is  much  more  easily  done  than  trying  to  break  with  it  when 
once  it  has  become  firmly  established. 


The  total  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  disease,  other  than  tuberculosis, 
rose  sharply  from  480  cases  in  1956  to  11+66  cases  in  1957.  This  was  brought  about 
by  a  sharp  epidemic  of  measles  in  the  Rural  Districts  of  St,  Germans  and  Liskeard, 
and  the  Borough  of  Salt  ash.  The  epidemic  commenced  in  the  Liskeard  Rural  District 
in  January  and  from  there  it  spread  to  Saltash  Borough  and  St,  Germans  Rural  District 
finally  dying  out  in  the  latter  district  as  late  as  October  1957.  In  spite  of  the 
large  number  of  cases  of  measles  notified  -  1270  in  all  -  there  were  no  deaths  from 
the  disease.  It  is  also  remarkable  that  in  Torpoint  U.D.,  Liskeard  M.B.  and  Looe  U.D. 
the  incidence  of  the  disease  was  very  light.  I  have  noted  this  apparent  immunity 
of  children  in  some  districts  immediately  adjoining  measles  epidemic  districts  in  other 
nocsl'aepiHeniQ  years  but  am  quite  unable  to  give  any  convincing  reason  for  it.  Of 
the  more  serious  infectious  diseases  there  were  two  cases  of  poliomyelitis,  one  case 
of  paratyphoid  infection,  and  two  cases  of  diphtheria.  The  case  of  paratyphoid  infection 
was  contracted  in  France,  In  the  case  of  non-paralytic  poliomyelitis  the  diagnosis 
was  in  some  doubt,  and  it  appeared  that  the  disease,  if  present,  was  contracted 
outside  Cornwall.  Of  the  two  diphtheria  cases  one  was  a  35  year  old  man  too  old  to 
have  been  included  in  the  immunisation  programme  which  commenced  in  1940.  The  other 
case  was  a  2  year  old  boy  whose  parents  had  refused  or  more  probably  just  not  bothered  to 
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have  him  immunised,  Whilst  we  must  expect  the  occasional  case  of  diphtheria  in 
adults  too  old  to  have  been  included  in  the  immunisation  campaign  from  1940  onwards, 
it  is  disturbing  to  find  the  disease  in  a  young  child  for  whom  protection  can  be 
so  readily  obtained.  In  spite  of  the  almost  complete  absence  of  diphtheria  amongst 
children  in  recent  years  parents  must  appreciate  that  this  happy  state  of  affairs 
will  continue  only  so  long  as  they  continue  to  have  their  young  children  protected 
by  immunisation. 

Whilst  dealing  with  notifiable  disease  it  is  opportune  to  refer  to  the 
scheme  for  immunisation  (vaccination)  against  poliomyelitis.  During  the  year 
1957  vaccination  using  vaccine  produced  in  Britain  continued  at  a  relatively  slow 
rate  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  some  1560  children  only  had  been  protected  and  a 
further  1406  children  registered  by  their  parents  in  June/July  1957  were  still 
awaiting  vaccination.  Tov/ards  the  end  of  the  year  it  became  evident  that  the 
relatively  small  amounts  of  British  vaccine  which  could  be  produced  would  seriously 
delay  the  extension  of  the  scheme  to  all  children  up  to  the  age  of  15  years,  and  it 
was  therefore  decided  to  import  supplies  of  vaccine  from  Canada  and  the  U.S.A. 

As  a  result  of  this,  and  in  expectation  of  ample  supplies  from  these  new  sources 
registration  was  extended  to  cover  all  children  bom  between  1,1,43.  and  30,6.57. 
and  in  December  1957  close  on  8000  registration/consent  cards  were  sent  out  to 
parents  of  eligible  children  through  Head  Teachers  in  schools  and  through  Health 
Visitors  and  District  Nurses,  By  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  every  hope,  and 
expectation  that  the  scheme  would  go  forward  at  a  much  accelerated  rate  during  the 
first  half  of  1958,  and  this  has  proved  to  be  the  case.  In  this  Health  Area  I 
was  most  fortunate  in  securing  the  participation  of  all  the  General  Practitioners 
in  the  Area  in  the  poliomyelitis  vaccination  scheme  and  they  have  in  fact  dealt 
with  close  on  of  the  children  registered.  I  should  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  expressing  to  them  my  very  sincere  thanks  for  the  large  part  they 
have  played  in  ensuring  the  success  of  this  scheme.  I  must  not  close  without 
including  in  these  expressions  of  gratitude  the  Head  Teachers  of  schools  for 
allowing  us  to  hold  immunisation  sessions  in  the  schools,  thereby  dealing 
conveniently  and  expeditiously  with  large  numbers  of  children.  We  hope  and  believe 
that  the  time  spent  and  the  effort  put  forth  by  all  concerned  will  be  repaid  by 
a  reduction  in  this  disease. 

As  far  as  tuberculosis  was  concerned  the  year  1957  was  a  relatively  good 
one  with  a  reduction  in  the  total  number  of  cases  notified  to  21  as  compared  with 
29  cases  in  1956.  The  fall  in  the  number  of  new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis 
from  28  in  1956  to  17  in  1957  was  especially  gratifying  since  this  form  of  the 
disease  is  normally  more  serious  for  the  patient,  and  the  infection  is  more  easily 
spread  and  passed  on  to  others  than  in  the  non-re spir at ory  form  of  tuberculosis. 

The  main  weight  of  the  disease  fell  on  adults,  and  no  less  than  8  of  the  17  new 
cases  of  respiratory  infection  were  in  persons  aged  45  years  or  more.  This  confirms 
the  impression  which  has  gained  support  in  recent  years  that  tuberculosis  is  tending 
to  become  a  disease  of  middleaged  and  elderly  people.  Prom  this  it  follows  that 
persons  over  the  age  of  45  who  suffer  from  chronic  cough  or  other  disability 
connected  with  the  chest  should  not  too  lightly  assume  that  it  is  some  less  serious 
condition  such  as  bronchitis ,  but  should  seek  advice,  and  should  in  particular 
co-operate  in  any  suggestion  or  arrangements  for  X-ray  examination  of  their  chest. 
There  were  four  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  1957,  an  increase  of  three  on  the 
1956  total.  Of  these  four  persons  dying  of  tuberculosis,  three  were  aged  65  years 
or  more  at  the  time  of  death  and  it  is  open  to  doubt  whether  tuberculosis  appreciably 
shortened  their  span  of  life. 

During  1957  a  further  group  of  children  close  to  school -leaving  age  (those 
born  in  1944)  were  skin  tested  and  where  necessary  given  B.C.G.  vaccination.  The 
response  to  this  scheme  designed  to  afford  some  measure  of  protection  against 
tuberculosis  to  susceptible  adolescents  is  on  the  whole  well  received  by  parents  of 
whom  only  7  per  cent  refused  outright  to  consent  to  skin  testing  and  vaccination. 

Of  the  677  children  eligible  for  inclusion  in  the  scheme  in  1957  the  number 
eventually  found  to  need  B.C.G,  vaccine  and  given  it  was  494.  The  number  of  children 
showing  evidence  of  exposure  at  some  tine  to  tuberculosis  infection  (indicated  by 
a  positive  skin  test  reaction)  was  58.  Subsequent  follow-up  of  these  children 
uncovered  two  hitherto  unknown  cases  of  active  respiratory  tuberculosis.  One  was  a 
parent  of  the  positively  reacting  child,  and  the  other  was  another  positively 
reacting  child  who  on  X-ray  examination  was  found  to  have  the  disease. 

Efforts  to  improve  the  standard  of  hygiene  amongst  personnel  handling  food 
and  in  premises  in  which  food  is  handled  continued  throughout  the  year.  The  attitude 
of  owners  and  occupiers  of  food  premises  to  requests  and  suggestions  made  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  was  generally  co-operative  and  it  has  been  possible  to  bring 
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almost  all  premises  up  to  a  satisfactory  standard  as  far  as  equipment  is  concerned. 

In  such  circumstances  it  should  "be  possible  to  handle,  sell,  and  serve  food 
cleanly  but  in  this  as  in  most  other  activities  the  weak  link  in  the  chain  is  the 
human  being.  If  owners,  managers  and  employees  do  not  take  an  intelligent  and 
conscientious  interest  and  pride  in  their  calling  the  assistance  given  by  well 
designed  and  comprehensively  equipped  premises  may  well  be  set  at  naught. 

In  the  sphere  of  housing  the  main  activity  has  been  confined  to  the 
building  of  houses  to  replace  those  being  dealt  with  under  slum  clearance  schemes 
at  Saltash  and  Torpoint.  In  Liskeard  Borough  efforts  to  acquire  a  new  housing  estate 
site  to  the  east  of  the  town  continued.  The  development  of  this  site  will  enable 
a  start  to  be  made  on  sememes  for  the  clearance  of  many  old  and  unhealthy 
dwellinghouses  in  various  parts  of  the  town. 

Since  the  end  of  the  war  the  extension  in  the  use  of  the  caravan  for 
temporary  and  permanent  living  accommodation  has  given  rise  to  some  concern.  In 
a  holiday  area,  such  as  Cornwall  is,  the  demand  for  temporary  accommodation  in 
caravans  is  very  great  indeed  during  the  summer  months,  and  much  of  this  is  met  by 
caravans  assembled  in  large  numbers  on  camps  or  sites.  Before  such  sites  can  be 
established  and  laid  out  for  permanent  use  permission  to  do  so  must  be  obtained 
under  two  different  heads.  In  the  first  place  permission  under  Town  and  Country 
Planning  legislation  is  required,  and  here  this  is  not  infrequently  refused  since 
collections  of  caravans  are  held  to  be  detrimental  to  the  amenities  of  a  locality, 
and  to  detract  from  the  landscape  value.  If  the  site  is  large  and  adjoins  a  major 
road  carrying  a  large  volume  of  traffic,  considerations  related  to  traffic 
congestion,  and  road  safety  may  determine  the  refusal  of  permission  for  the  site. 

If  the  necessary  planning  permission  is  not  forthcoming  either  directly  or  on  appeal 
to  the  Minister  the  use  to  which  the  site  can  be  put  for  stationing  caravans  or 
camping  is  limited  to  a  period  not  exceeding  28  consecutive  days  in  a  year.  In 
face  of  such  limitations  the  owner  is  naturally  not  inclined  to  spend  more  than  is 
absolutely  essential  to  develop  and  equip  the  site  for  the  relatively  short  period 
of  use  permitted  in  any  one  year.  Whereas  in  a  large  site  permitted  by  the 
Planning  authority  one  usually  finds  permanent  sanitary  blocks  with  water-carriage 
sanitation,  good  arrangements  for  collection  of  refuse  and  litter,  metalled  roads, 
and  a  neat  and  tidy  lay-out,  such  is  not  usually  the  case  in  sites  which  fail  to 
obtain  planning  permission  and  where  the  opportunity  to  use  the  site  for  more  than 
28  days  does  not  exist.  These  latter  sites  display  a  more  temporary  make-shift  lay 
out,  with  the  minimum  of  facilities  needed  to  avoid  creating  public  health  nuisances 
and  complaints  from  visitors  using  the  site.  In  spite  of  these  drawbacks  as 
compared  with  the  large  approved  site,  very  full  use  can  be  and  is  made  of  these 
unauthorised  sites  during  the  28  days  they  are  legally  permitted  to  operate, 
particularly  if  these  28  days  fall  during  the  peak  holiday  months  of  July  and 
August.  In  such  circumstances  and  under  heavy  pressure  by  caravans  and  campers 
on  barely  adequate  toilet  and  other  facilities,  standards  of  hygiene  and  sanitation 
on  the  site  may  fall  seriously  and  actual  nuisances  may  be  created.  It  appears  to 
me  that  if  caravan  and  camp  sites  fail  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  planning  and 
public  health  legislation,  then  the  present  loopholes  which  exist,  and  may  even  tend 
to  encourage  the  use  of  poorly  equipped  and  unsuitable  sites  in  an  irresponsible 
manner  dictated  only  by  the  profit  motive  should  be  closed  by  appropriate 
legislative  measures.  Whatever  ones  personal  view  about  caravanning  and  camping, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  as  a  means  of  holiday  making  it  has  increased  greatly  in 
recent  years  and  must  be  accepted  and  catered  for.  In  the  interests  of  those  who 
take  their  holiday  in  this  way,  and  the  local  residents  of  localities  containing 
camping  and  caravan  sites,  it  seems  essential  that  proper  safeguards  for  the 
maintenance  of  good  standards  of  hygiene,  preservation  of  the  appearance  and 
amenities  of  countryside  and  coastline,  and  against  the  aggravation  of  local  road 
traffic  problems  should  be  so  written  into  the  law  of  the  land  as  to  do  away  with 
present  anomalies  in  this  subject. 

Apart  from  some  building  at  Saltash  and  Torpoint  to  meet  the  needs  of 
families  who  have  to  move  from  premises  in  slum  clearance  areas  there  has  not  been 
a  great  deal  of  activity  in  housebuilding  by  District  Councils  in  the  Health  Area. 
Negotiations  for  the  acquisition  of  land  at  Liskeard  to  accommodate  a  new  housing 
estate  for  the  Borough  of  Liskeard  continued  throughout  the  year.  Until  a  start 
can  be  made  on  the  development  of  this  estate  it  is  impossible  to  make  any  start  on 
slum  clearance  schemes  in  the  older  parts  of  the  town.  The  Minister  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  has  recently  reminded  Local  Authorities  of  the  need  Id  cater 
for  retired  and  elderly  people  in  their  housing  programmes.  In  the  post-war  anxiety 
to  provide  housing  for  families  with  young  children  the  special  requirements  of 
elderly  folk  were  generally  overlooked,  and  many  have  continued  to  live  in  old  sub- 
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standard,  houses  which  with  the  passage  of  years  are  becoming  increasingly 
delapidated.  In  the  past  two  years  the  slum  clearance  programme  has  brought 
to  light  many  such  old  and  very  unfit  properties  with  old  persons  as  owner 
occupiers  or  more  frequently  as  tenants.  Although  the  houses  are  patently 
unfit  and  in  some  cases  dangerous  to  the  occupants  it  is  extremely  difficult  to 
recommend  closure  or  demolition  in  face  of  the  uncertainty  as  to  how  the  tenants 
will  be  rehoused.  For  most  of  the  elderly  tenants  the  lack  of  suitable  alternative 
accommodation*  other  than  in  an  institution,  is  a  serious  source  of  worry  for  v/hich 
the  only  generally  satisfactory  solution  is  the  provision  in  all  future  local 
authority  building  programmes  of  some  dwellings  for  old  folk. 

In  the  field  of  water  supply  the  main  activity  during  1957  was  again  in 
the  Liskeard  Rural  District,  The  laying  of  distribution  mains  in  the  south¬ 
western  section  of  the  Rural  District  was  completed  before  the  end  of  the  year  and 
with  the  completion  and  opening  of  the  treatment  works  and  storage  reservoirs 
of  the  Liskeard  and  District  Water  Board  at  St,  Cleer  in  October  1957  ample 
supplies  of  filtered  treated  water  became  available  for  the  60  miles  of  mains  now 
laid  and  serving  the  southern  and  western  parts  of  the  Rural  District,  In  the 
autumn  a  start  was  made  on  the  laying  of  mains  and  the  installation  of  reservoirs 
and  pumping  plant  to  serve  the  northern  part  of  the  district.  In  other  parts  of 
the  area  which  have  for  some  years  been  generally  well  served  by  piped  supplies 
minor  improvements  to  extend  and  augment  such  supplies  continued. 

As  far  as  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  were  concerned  the  only  large  scale 
work  carried  out  was  at  Callington  where  a  scheme  costing  £30,000  to  renew  old 
sewers  in  the  town,  and  to  construct  treatment  works  was  commenced.  This  will 
remove  a  long-standing  nuisance  caused  by  discharge  of  crude,  untreated  sewage  in 
fields  close  to  the  town,  and  obviate  the  serious  pollution  of  the  River  Lynher 
which  this  sewage  caused.  Further  investigations  required  to  finalise  a  scheme 
for  sewage  disposal  for  the  Borough  of  Liskeard  were  just  about  complete  by  the 
end  of  the  year.  It  now  seems  likely  that  the  necessary  public  enquiry  into  this 
scheme  can  take  place  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 

I  must  apologise  for  the  fact  that  this  Annual  Report  will  appear  some 
weeks  later  than  in  previous  years.  The  delay  is  due  to  the  fact  that  I  have 
during  the  first  six  months  of  1958  been  fairly  heavily  engaged  in  the 
poliomyelitis  vaccination  programme  in  schools  and  welfare  clinics  throughout 
the  Health  Area. 

I  should  like  to  conclude  this  preface  by  again  expressing  my  appreciation 
for  the  help  and  encouragement  given  me  by  Members  of  Councils  and  the  various 
officers  with  whom  I  have  worked  during  the  year  1957. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


P.  J.  FOX. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ST.  GERMANS  RURAL  DISTRICT 

P.ufrJLjS,  He.aTtJl-...  Hoy sjn.g. ,  flpd  .Pj,  3,np;, n_g.  Comn) j, t t_e e  . 

Councillor  F.Elworthy  -  Chairman 

Councillor  W.Rundle  -  Vice-Chairman 

together  with  all  the  remaining  Members  of  the 

Council. 

This  Committee  meets  once  a  month. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority 


P.J.Fox,  M.B. ,B.Ch. ,B.A.O. ,D.P.H. ,  - 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


W.E.Grylls,  M.R.S.H.,  M.I.P.H.E., 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


R. L. Williams j  M.R.S.H., 

Public  Health  Inspector. 


H. Ridge,  M.R.S.H., 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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ST.  GERMANS  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Area  of  Rural  District 

Population  (Registrar-Generals  Estimate) 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Rateable  Value  of  Rural  District  at  1.4.57. 
Product  of  Penny  Rate  1957/58 . 


Vital  Statistics. 


48,433  acres. 
15,770 
5,804 
£  119,678 
£  456 


Male 


Live  births 

102 

St .Germans 

R.D. 

Birth  rate  per 

1,000  of  population 

15.3 

Male 

Still  births 

2 

St  .Germans  R.D. 

Still  birth  rate  per 
1,000  total  births 

19.1 

Deaths 

95 

St .Germans 

R.D. 

Death  rate  per 

1,000  of  population 

11.5 

Maternal  deaths 

Mails 

Deaths  of  infants  under 

one  year  of  age 

2 

St .Germans 

R.D. 

Infant  mortality  rate 
per  1,000  live  births 

14.6 

Female 

Total 

104 

206 

Health  Area  No. 7. 

Ena land  &  Wales 

15.4 

16.1 

feoaie 

Total 

1 

3 

Health  Area  No. 7. 

England  &  Wales 

17.1 

22.4 

Fernafp 

Totaf 

107 

202 

Health  Area  No. 7. 

Enaland  &  Wales. 

12.2 

11.5 

None  registered 

Female 

Total 

1 

3 

Health  Area  No. 7, 

Enaland  &  Wales 

17.4 

23.0 

Principal  Cause_s__to_  Death  at  All  Ages. 


Heart  disease  71 
Cancer  (all  sites)  35 
Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  (“stroke" )  26 
Respiratory  disease  25 
Circulatory  disease  5 
Genito-urinary  disease  3 
Suicide  3 


Average  Aae  at  Death 

Males  Females 


67 


74. 
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The  estimated  population  of  the  Rural  District  again  showed  a  slight  fall  of 
50  during  the  year.  There  was  a  very  small  excess  of  births  over  deaths.  The 
death  rate  was  below  that  of  the  Health  Area,  and  equalled  that  of  England  and 
Wales.  The  still  birth  rate  and  infant  mortality  rate  were  below  the  national 
figures.  Heart  disease  remained  the  commonest  cause  of  death,  with  cancer  again 
in  second  place  although  deaths  from  this  latter  cause  were  not  so  numerous  as  in 
1956.  Deaths  from  lung  cancer  were  a  little  more  than  twice  as  numerous  in  1957. 
Just  under  50?o  of  those  who  died  in  1957  had  attained  or  exceeded  the  age  of  75 
at  the  time  of  death. 


Infectious  Disease. 

The  overall  incidence  of  notifiable  disease  was  heavy  duo  to  a  sharp  outbreak 
of  measles  which  caused  the  notification  of  434  cases.  The  main  weight  of  this 
epidemic  was  felt  during  May,  June,  July,  August  and  October,  but  in  spite  of  the 
number  involved  no  deaths  directly  attributable  to  measles  were  registered.  Apart 
from  measles  few  cases  of  other  notifiable  diseases  occurred. 


The  following  are  details  of  actual  numbers,  and  case  rates  of  notifiable 
disease  which  occurred  during  1957  s- 


Actual. 

Ratesoer 

1.000  of  DODUlation 

Disease 

iNfumJcers 

St .Germans 

R.D.  Health  Area  No. 7 

Measles 

434 

27.52 

24.79 

Whooping  cough 

34 

2.16 

2.23 

Pneumonia 

16 

1.01 

1.02 

Scarlet  fever 

4 

0.25 

0.29 

Erysipelas 

2 

0.13 

0.16 

Tuberculosis „ 

As  far  as  the  notification  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  was  concerned  1957 
showed  an  improvement  on  the  relatively  low  figure  of  4  cases  in  1956.  In  all 
3  new  cases  only  were  notified.  All  were  the  respiratory  form  of  the  disease, 
and  all  were  adults.  There  was  one  death  of  an  elderly  woman  who  had  suffered 
from  respiratory  tuberculosis  for  many  years. 


The  following  are  details  of  new  cases,  case  rates,  deaths  and  mortality 
rates  during  1957 


Aae  Group 


0-1 
1-5 
5-15 
15  -  45 
45  -  65 
65  and  over 

i 


New  Cases 

M  £ 


Deaths 
M  F 


2 

1 


3 


1 


New  cases 

All  known  cases 

Deaths 

i 


Rates.,  p.er  lyQQQ, 
St. Germans  R.D. 

0.19 

6.59 

0.06 


^population 

Health  Area  No. 7. 

0.41 

6.85 

0.08 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  90  known  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis, 
and  14  known  cases  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  resident  in  the  Rural  District. 


National  Assistance  Act.  1943. 


No  action  under  Section  47  of  this  Act  was  called  for  during  the  year. 

Water  Supply. 

Apart  from  some  minor  inadequacies  in  the  Rame  Peninsula  district,  there  were 
ample  supplies  of  piped  water  throughout  the  Rural  District  and  no  anxiety  on  this 
score  was  felt  during  the  year. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal, 

It  was  very  encouraging  to  see  a  start  being  made  on  the  building  of  a  sewage 
disposal  plant  for  the  town  of  Callington,  When  completed  in  1953  it  will  eliminate 
a  major  source  of  pollution  of  the  River  Lynher,  and  will  do  away  with  dangerous  and 
unpleasant  fouling  of  small  streams  and  watercourses  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town. 
With  the  completion  of  this  major  project  I  trust  it  will  be  possible  for  the 
Council  to  go  into  the  question  of  providing  proper  sewage  disposal  at  some  of  the 
larger  villages  in  the  Rural  District,  notably  Landrake. 

Housing . 

In  the  past  couple  of  years  the  building  of  new  houses  for  letting  to  normal 
housing  applicants  has  been  severely  restricted,  and  attention  has  been  concentrated 
more  on  providing  houses  to  accommodate  persons  displaced  under  slum  clearance 
proposals.  Widespread  and  systematic  inspections  of  older  dwellings  have  shown  an 
appreciable  number  to  be  unfit  by  modern  standards  and  these  have  been  dealt  with 
almost  exclusively  by  individual  demolition  or  closing  orders.  The  confirmation 
of  Clearance  Orders  at  Callington  makes  possible  the  clearance  and  redevelopment  of 
what  has  been  a  congested  and  unsightly  area  in  the  town. 

Food. 


Regular  routine  inspections  of  premises  in  which  food  is  handled  continued 
during  the  year.  On  the  whole  a  reasonable  standard  was  maintained  and  owners  were 
generally  co-operative.  No  outbreaks  or  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified 
during  the  year. 

Factories  Acts  1937  and  1948. 

No  difficulties  in  the  operation  of  these  Acts  were  experienced  during  1957. 
Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


This  report  by  Mr .W.E.Grylls  follows.  I  am  most  grateful  to  Mr.Grylls, 

Mr .Williams  and  Mr. Ridge  for  the  help  they  have  at  all  times  given  me  during  1957. 
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APPENDIX  1. 


PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  -  ALL  AGES  -  1957. 


DISEASE 

ST. GERMANS 
R.D. 

LISKEARD  SALTASH 
R.D.  M.B. 

TORPOINT 

U.D. 

LISKEARD 

M.B. 

LOOE 

U.D. 

HEALTH 
AREA 
NO.  7. 

Heart  disease 

71 

76 

40 

8 

57 

26 

278 

Cancer  (all  sites) 

35 

23 

13 

11 

13 

10 

105 

Vascular  lesions  of  the 

nervous  system  (” stroke 

i" )  26 

21 

18 

7 

17 

4 

93 

Respiratory  disease 

25 

11 

7 

7 

8 

4 

62 

Circulatory  disease 

5 

8 

6 

2 

7 

2 

30 

Accidents 

2 

6 

4 

4 

5 

- 

21  x 

Digestive  disease 

2 

1 

3 

1 

3 

2 

12 

Genito-urinary  disease 

3 

4 

1 

2 

- 

1 

11 

Diabetes 

2 

4 

- 

1 

1 

- 

8 

Suicide 

3 

1 

1 

- 

1 

— 

6 

Tuberculosis 

1 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

4 

*  includes  4  deaths  in  motor  vehicle  accidents. 


APPENDIX  2, 


TYPES  OF  HEART  DISEASE  AND  CANCER  CAUSING  DEATH  -  1957. 


ST. GERMANS  LISKEARD  SALT ASH  TORPOINT  LISKEARD  LOOE  HEALTH 
TYPE  OF  DISEASE  R.D.  R.D.  M.B.  U.D.  M.B.  U.D.  AREA 

 NO.  7c 


Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart 

22 

33 

21 

2 

4 

9 

91 

disease 

6 

3 

1 

1 

- 

2 

13 

Other  heart  disease 

43 

40 

18 

5 

53 

15 

174 

Cancer  of  lung  &  bronchus 

7 

4 

2 

_ 

mm 

2 

15 

Cancer  of  stomach 

5 

2 

1 

4 

2 

- 

14 

Cancer  of  breast 

4 

2 

- 

- 

2 

8 

Cancer  of  uterus 

2 

1 

2 

mm 

1 

- 

6 

Other  cancers 

17 

14 

8 

7 

10 

6 

62 

APPENDIX  3. 


6EA.THS.BY.  AGP.  GRgups^r.i^^z,, 


0-5 

5-15 

15  -  45 

45  -  65 

65-75 

75  YEARS 

ALL 

DISTRICT 

YEARS 

YEARS 

.  ..  YEARS  . 

YEARS 

YEARS 

AND  OVER 

AGES 

ST. GERMANS  R.D. 

3 

1 

5 

41 

52 

100 

202 

LISKEARD  R.D. 

4 

- 

7 

29 

49 

86 

175 

SALTASH  M.B. 

2 

- 

4 

22 

24 

48 

100 

TORPOINT  U.D. 

5 

mm 

2 

11 

11 

18 

47 

LISKEARD  M.B. 

- 

- 

1 

13 

29 

73 

116 

LOOE  U.D. 

1 

— 

1 

11 

12 

27 

.  52 

HEALTH  AREA  NO.  7. 

15 

1 

20 

127 

177 

352 

692 

AP.PfiMB13L.4x 

AVERAGE  AGE  AT  DEATH  - 

1957. 

DISTRICT 

MALES 

FEMALES 

ST .GERMANS  R.D. 

67 

74 

LISKEARD  R.D. 

69 

73 

SALTASH  M.B. 

65 

75 

TORPOINT  U.D. 

63 

59 

LISKEARD  M.B. 

72 

80 

LOOE  U.D. 

68 

76 

HEALTH  AREA  NO. 

7.  67 

73 

10. 


APPENDIX  5. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

NEW  CASES  AMD  DEATHS  IN  HEALTH  AREA  NO. 7  -  1957. 


AGE  GROUP  NEW  CASES  DEATHS 


Male 

Female 

Male 

F.emaJ-a 

0  -  1  YEAR 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

1-5  YEARS 

1 

- 

- 

- 

5-15  YEARS 

1 

1 

- 

- 

15-45  YEARS 

5 

4 

1 

Mi 

45  -  65  YEARS 

5 

2 

«»• 

mm 

65  YEARS  AND  OVER 

1 

1 

2 

1 

TOTALS 

13 

8 

3 

1 

NEW  CASE  RATE  PER' 
1,000  OF  POPULATION 

MORTALITY  RATE  PER 
1,000  OF  POPULATION 


MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

0.25 

0.16 

0.41 

0.06 

0.02 

0.08 

CASE  RATES  AND  MORTALITY  RATES  PER  1.000  OF  POPULATION 
IN  THE  SIX  COUNTY  DISTRICTS  IN  HEALTH  AREA  NO. 7  -  1957 


DISTRICT 

NEW  CASES 

ALL  KNOWN  CASES 

AT  31, J£,5Z?. 

DEATHS 

ST. GERMANS  R.D. 

0.19 

6.59 

0.06 

LISKEARD  R.D. 

0.50 

5,46 

0.14 

SALT ASH  M.B. 

0.94 

7.93 

0,13 

TOR POINT  U.D. 

- 

8.32 

- 

LISKEARD  M.B. 

0.46 

7.87 

- 

LOOE  U.D. 

0.53 

7.45 

- 

HEALTH  AREA  NO. 7. 

0.41 

6,85 

0.08 

CORNWALL  COUNTY 

0.65 

7.39 

0.12 

APPENDIX  6. 

CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG  AMD  BRONCHUS 
DEATHS  BY  AGE  GROUPS  AND  SEXES  -  1957 


AGE  GROUP  MALES _ FEMALES 


15  -  45 

- 

- 

45  -  65 

7 

- 

65  -  75 

4 

- 

75  AND  OVER 

.  2 . .  . 

2 

TOTALS 

13 

2 

CANCER  OF 

THE  LUNG  AND  BRONCHUS 

DEATH  RATE  PER 

JUpoo 

OF  POPULATION  - 

.1252, 

MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

HEALTH  AREA  NO. 7. 

0.254 

0.039 

0.293 

CORNWALL  COUNTY 

0.244 

0.049 

0.293 

ENGLAND  &  WALES 

0.366 

0.059 

0.425 
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ST.  GERMANS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS  REPORT 


WATER  SUPPLY . 

Throughout  the  district  the  high  efficiency  of  the  undertaking  has  been 
maintained,  and  by  thoughtful  and  careful  attention  water  shortages  during  the 
peak  seasonal  demands  were  for  the  most  part  prevented. 

The  continual  demand  on  the  water  supply  undertaking  in  the  area  is 
reflected  in  the  56  additional  connections  made  to  the  mains  during  the  year, 

28  of  which  were  for  domestic  purposes,  16  for  trade  purposes,  and  12  for 
combined  trade  and  domestic  needs.  In  addition,  a  bulk  supply  was  made  available 
to  138  holiday  bungalows  at  Freathy,  Whitsands,  which  previously  relied  upon  a 
none  too  satisfactory  private  source  of  supply.  To  keep  abreast  of  this  progress 
has  necessitated  improved  transport  arrangements  for  the  Council’s  Water  Bailiffs, 
and  a  new  Bedford  10  cwt.  Van  has  been  acquired  to  cover  the  southern  half  of  the 
district,  and  the  Morris  Minor  Van  previously  operating  in  that  area  has  been 
switched  to  Calstock  Parish  to  replace  the  old  Reliant  Van  which  had  been 
unsuitable  for  the  amount  of  work  it  had  to  do  in  that  locality. 

During  the  year  approximately  100  yards  of  old  watermain  was  renewed  at 
Commercial  Street,  Gunnislake,  and  80  yards  of  watermain  at  Portwrinkle  was  laid 
in  place  of  the  old  corroded  pipeline  which  had  been  the  cause  of  such  an 
inadequate  supply  to  certain  properties  in  the  village  during  heavy  draw-off 
periods. 

At  Polborder,  by  agreement  with  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  approximately  400  yards 
of  Tg-"  pipeline  was  taken  over  by  the  Council  enabling  supplies  to  be  made  available 
to  the  Council's  houses  there  and  5  other  properties. 

Approval  has  been  given  to  a  short  extension  of  the  watermain  at  Paynter’s 
Cross  to  supply  the  houses  there,  and  the  laying  of  a  new  5”  main  from  Rame 
Reservoir  to  Forder  Reservoir  is  under  consideration.  This  latter  scheme,  on 
completion,  should  greatly  improve  supply  conditions  in  Kingsand  and  Caws and,  as 
during  the  peak  draw-off  periods  at  the  height  of  the  holiday  season,  the  existing 
3”  main  does  not  appear  to  be  capable  of  dealing  adequately  with  the  demand. 

The  renewal  of  approximately  40  yards  of  pipeline  at  Martins  Square, 

Callington,  which  has  also  been  sanctioned,  will  greatly  improve  supply  conditions 
in  that  area. 

In  review,  it  can  be  said  that  the  year  has  been  quite  satisfactory,  despite 
the  foreboding  possibilities  which  might  appear  to  be  taking  shape.  Whatever 
happens,  however,  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  re-organisation  will  improve  upon 
the  present  administration  and  operation  of  the  service.  It  is  more  likely  that 
the  consumer  will  be  denied  the  personal  contact  now  enjoyed  for  the  sake  of 
centralisation, 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

It  is  most  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  at  long  last  work  on  the 
Callington  Sewerage  Scheme  has  started  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  very  good 
progress  had  been  made.  All  being  well,  completion  should  be  effected  by  mid 
1958,  when  Callington  will  be  in  the  fortunate  position  which  all  communities 
should  enjoy  -  that  of  having  everything! 

The  scheme  for  Cross,  St. Dominick,  has  also  been  completed  and  the  disposal 
plant  there  is  working  very  satisf actor ily. 


The  need  for  the  extension  of  the  outfall  sewer  at  Churchtown,  St. Dominick, 
has  also  been  considered  by  the  Council,  and  in  view  of  the  use  of  this  sewer  for 
highway  surface  water  drainage  purposes  it  has  been  decided  to  ask  the  Cornwall 
County  Council  to  bear  a  half  of  the  estimated  cost  of  £235.  If  this  is 
forthcoming  the  extension  will  be  made,  and  the  very  unsatisfactory  conditions 
which  now  arise  from  time  to  time  will  be  obviated. 

The  renewal  of  some  40  yards  of  old  and  defective  sewer  adjacent  to  the 
Boot  Inn,  Calstock,  was  necessary,  and  the  reconstruction  that  was  possible  of 
this  part  of  the  general  village  system  created  much  improved  conditions. 

Agreement  has  been  reached  between  all  parties  in  connection  with  the  proposed 
24  inch  diameter  foul  and  storm  water  culvert  behind  Bond’s  Hotel,  Gunnislake,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year  authority  to  go  to  tender  was  given.  It  is  hoped  that  an 
early  start  will  be  made  on  this  work  when  the  flooding  problems  at  Gunnislake 
should  be  permanently  solved. 

At  Gunnislake  also,  concern  has  periodically  arisen  over  the  efficiency  of 
the  outfall  tank  accommodating  the  drainage  from  houses  in  the  Dimson  area,  and 
it  has  now  been  decided  to  abandon  this  outfall  and  connect  up  to  the  main  village 
sewerage  system  in  King  Street,  involving  the  laying  of  approximately  90  yards  of 
6  inch  sewer.  It  is  hoped  that  an  acceptable  price  will  be  obtained  early  in  the 
coming  year  and  the  work  put  in  hand  immediately. 

With  the  building  of  a  further  eight  Council  houses  at  St.Mellion  the  existing 
outfall  tank  serving  the  village  has  not  been  functioning  as  efficiently  as  might 
be  expected  and  consequently  the  Council  has  authorised  the  preparation  of  a  more 
comprehensive  scheme  to  serve  the  village.  Preparatory  work  is  well  in  hand  and 
negotiations  are  at  present  taking  place  with  the  land  owner  to  acquire  more  land 
for  this  purpose. 

The  most  urgent  outstanding  work  would  now  appear  to  be  at  Landrake  Village, 
where  the  present  disposal  works  are  far  from  satisfactory.  Matters  are 
complicated  somewhat  here,  however,  by  the  uncertainty  of  the  extent  of  the  highway 
improvements  envisaged  by  the  County  Council  in  connection  with  the  proposed  Tamar 
Bridge  Scheme,  Early  attention  must  be  given  to  the  provision  of  a  more  suitable 
outfall,  as  the  present  conditions  are  far  from  acceptable  and  the  situation  of  the 
existing  works  is  wholly  unsuitable. 

The  Council’s  Cesspool  Emptying  Service  was  again  in  constant  demand 
throughout  the  year  and  66  private  disposal  plants  were  attended  to  as  follows 


St. Germans  R.D.  Area 
Liskeard  R.D.  Area 
Launceston  R.D.  Area 
Saltash  Borough 
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3 

8 

9 


In  all,  90  loads  of  sewage  were  removed,  together  with  101  loads  from  the 
Council’s  own  works.  These  figures  pose  the  question  as  to  what  happened  before 
the  service  was  available  and  it  can  only  be  assumed  that  the  private  plants,  at 
any  rate,  were  not  being  properly  maintained  due  no  doubt  to  the  extreme  difficulty 
in  obtaining  suitable  labour  for  such  offensive  manual  work.  The  demands  for  the 
use  of  the  vehicle  amply  illustrates  the  public  appreciation  of  the  service. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL, 

The  high  standard  of  this  service  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year, 
due  in  no  small  part  to  the  wholehearted  and  enthusiastic  co-operation  of  the 
vehicle  operators. 


13. 


Negotiations  with  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall  were  successfully  completed  for  the 
use  of  Drakewalls  Mine  Shaft  for  tipping  purposes,  and  the  bringing  into  operation 
of  this  tip  for  the  Calstock/Gunnislake  area  has  fully  justified  the  prophesied 
savings  in  transport  costs  and  time.  This  tip  requires  little,  if  any,  maintenance 
and  the  economies  effected  have  made  labour  available  for  other  essential  work. 

It  was  indeed  fortunate  that  all  this  refuse  could  be  diverted  from  the  tip  at 
Target,  Callington,  for  the  proposed  extension  of  the  latter  tip  has  been 
unavoidably  delayed  due  to  legal  complications.  Had  not  Drakewalls  Mine  Shaft 

been  available  saturation  point  would  undoubtedly  have  been  reached  at  Target. 

In  view  of  the  delay  in  acquiring  the  additional  land  at  Callington  the  possibility 
of  using  other  mine  shafts  in  the  area  is  being  investigated. 

Tipping  at  The  Millpond,  Millbrook,  has  continued  satisfactorily  despite  the 
hardcore  minority  of  complainants,  and  although  it  has  been  necessary  to  adjust 
actual  tipping  locations  to  suit  seasonal  conditions,  the  reclamation  there  is 
steadily  progressing.  The  Trewin  Quay  Tip  has  been  retained  and  travelling 
distances  thereby  greatly  reduced,  and  generally  speaking,  the  management  of  the 
various  disposal  sites  has  been  most  satisfactory. 

Authority  has  been  given  to  acquire  a  new  refuse  vehicle  to  replace  the 
7  cub.  yard  Bedford  at  present  operating  in  the  southern  half  of  the  district, 
and  it  is  likely  that  a  12  cub.  yard  Derby  Type  Vehicle  will  be  introduced  to 
cope  with  the  ever-increasing  collections.  The  tendency  appears  to  be  for 
every  householder  to  demand  a  collection  service,  however  isolated  the  premises 
may  be,  and  it  is  understandable  therefore  that  the  economics  of  the  service  are 
being  strained  to  the  limit.  As  has  been  stated  in  previous  reports  if  only 
householders  could  be  persuaded  to  burn  as  much  of  their  refuse  as  possible  and 
look  upon  the  collection  service  as  one  of  necessity  rather  than  right,  there  is 
no  doubt  but  that  considerable  economy  could  be  made.  Unfortunately,  the  present 
day  attitude  appears  to  be  contrary  to  that  trend  of  thought. 

Although  salvage  on  a  large  scale  is  no  longer  economical,  all  scrap  iron 
possible  is  saved  and  credited  to  the  service.  A  small  income  was  received  from 
this  source  during  the  year,  reflecting  the  efforts  that  are  made  to  keep  costs  to 
an  absolute  minimum. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

Management  and  maintenance  of  all  conveniences  throughout  the  district  has 
been  satisfactory,  although  there  have  been  isolated  cases  of  abuse  by 
irresponsible  elements  at  the  Kingsand,  Millbrook  and  Gunnislake  premises. 
Fortunately,  damage  done  has  not  been  great  but  it  spotlights  one  of  the 
difficulties  in  a  scattered  area  such  as  ours.  For  this,  among  other  reasons, 
certain  conveniences  have  been  closed  down  during  the  winter  months  and  this  again 
has  led  to  criticism  by  certain  sections  of  the  community.  As  an  experiment, 
therefore,  the  Council  has  decided  to  keep  open  the  convenience  at  Portv/rinkle  to 
ascertain  if  the  expense  so  involved  is  commensurate  with  the  necessity. 

HOUSING . 

This  section  was  not  included  in  the  last  two  reports  submitted,  but  it  is 
felt  opportune  to  remark  on  the  subject  on  this  occasion  to  indicate  the  present 
trend. 

The  immediate  post-war  years  saw  remarkable  expansion  of  the  Council’s 
house  building  programme  and  from  130  pre-war  Council  houses  the  Council  owned 
562  at  the  end  of  the  year.  During  the  past  twelve  months  only  four  Council 
houses  (at  Dawnay  Terrace,  Crafthole)  were  completed  and  occupied  and  this  would 
indicate  the  definite  fact  that  the  housing  need  within  the  district  as  known  in 
the  immediate  post-war  years  has  for  the  moot  part  been  met.  There  will  almost 
inevitably  be  a  small  floating  list  of  applicants  for  accommodation  but  the 
Council's  present  policy,  in  view  of  the  financial  situation,  is  to  concentrate 
on  the  provision  of  replacement  accommodation  for  families  from  properties  dealt 
with  under  their  Slum  Clearance  policy,  and  from  requisitioned  premises.  Six 
further  houses  are  under  construction  in  this  latter  connection  at  Treliddon  Lane, 
Downderry,  and  these  will  complete  proposals  under  this  heading.  The  rehousing 
of  families  from  condemned  properties  is  likely  to  be  of  greater  magnitude  and  will 
undoubtedly  call  for  a  phased  programme  over  a  period  of  years.  To  date,  the 
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tendency  has  been  to  concentrate  on  such  of  those  properties  as  fall  vacant.,  so 
as  to  prevent  their  re-occupation,  consequently,  as  yet,  no  great  rehousing 
problem  has  arisen.  During  the  year,  however,  302  housing  inspections  under  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  -  1957,  were  made,  involving  128  properties,  of  which  38  were 
found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  Within  the  same  period  86  dwellinghouses  were  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action,  and  Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  18 
properties.  7  houses  were  demolished  curing  the  year  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 
Orders  made  previously,  and  undertakings  were  accepted  in  respect  of  a  further  7 
properties.  4  houses  were  rendered  fit  subsequent  to  the  acceptance  by  the 
Council  of  Undertakings  given  under  Section  11,  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Clearance  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  $- 

(i)  2  properties  at  Pear  Tree  Row,  Callington. 

(ii)  4  properties  at  Compton  Row,  Callington. 

(iii)  3  properties  at  Newport  Street,  Millbrook. 

The  Orders  in  respect  of  the  5  properties  at  Pear  Tree  Row  and  Newport  Street 
have  been  confirmed  by  the  Minister.  The  demolition  of  these  properties  and  the 
re-development  of  the  sites  in  question  will,  undoubtedly,  effect  a  great 
improvement. 

With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  on  the  1st  September 
1957  the  duties  falling  to  the  Council  in  this  sphere  were  further  emphasised,  and 
it  is  obvious  that  the  housing  standard  expected  throughout  the  district  will 
necessitate  the  provision  of  alternative  accommodation  and  the  Council  will  no 
doubt  plan  their  housing  programme  accordingly. 

To  encourage  property  owners  to  modernise  and  bring  their  premises  up-to-date 
the  Council  have,  from  the  outset,  encouraged  owners  to  take  advantage  of  the 
Improvement  Grant  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949  -  1954,  and  have  offered 
maximum  grants  of  5C£j.  It  was  not  until  the  drastic  increase  in  the  bank  rate 
in  the  latter  half  of  the  year,  however,  that  the  Council  was  forced,  reluctantly, 
to  restrict  making  such  advances,  but,  even  so,  during  the  year,  by  that  time  21 
applications  for  grant  had  been  received  and  approved  involving  a  total  approved 
expenditure  of  £17,307.  17s,  4d.  and  the  amount  of  grants  made  £5,636.  During 
the  year  also  18  such  works  of  improvement  were  completed. 

Allied  to  the  improvement  of  private  properties  was  the  Council’s  approval  of 
a  scheme  of  modernisation  in  respect  of  83  of  their  pre-war  houses.  The  proposals 
have  been  examined  by  the  Ministry  and  It  is  hoped  that  authority  will  be  given 
early  in  the  coming  year  to  put  the  work  in  hand. 

The  expected  clamour  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  on  the  introduction  of  the 
Rent  Act,  1957,  in  July  1957  did  not  materialise  to  any  great  extent,  and  although 
a  few  applications  were  received,  the  effect  to  date  has  not  been  great.  Whether 
a  problem  will  be  created  later  remains  to  be  seen  but  the  effect  in  a  rural  area 
such  as  this  is  understandably  modified. 

During  the  year  a  further  15  Private  Enterprise  houses  were  completed  and  the 
indications  are  that  there  will  continue  to  be  steady  progress  in  this  field. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS , 

Meat  inspection  has  again  been  to  the  forefront  and  it  is  most  pleasing  to 
report  that  the  carcase  moat  of  all  animals  killed  in  the  slaughterhouses  in  the 
district  was  examined  by  the  Council’s  Officers  before  being  released  for  human 
consumption. 
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A  new  modern  private  slaughterhouse  came  into  use  at  Tideford  during  the  year, 
whilst  slaughtering  was  discontinued  at  the  old  premises  at  Landrake.  Similarly, 
plans  have  been  approved  for  a  new  private  slaughterhouse  at  Kelly  Bray,  which,  it 
is  hoped,  will  come  into  operation  early  in  the  coming  year,  when  the  old  premises 
at  Callington  at  present  in  use  will  close.  These  trends  have  been  in  keeping 
with  the  Council* s  approved  policy  embodied  in  the  report  called  for  in  the  White 
Paper  (Cmmd.976l)  outlining  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  regulate  the  provision 
of  slaughterhouses  in  England  and  Wales.  The  Council's  decision  has  meant  in 
effect  that  the  new  slaughterhouses  at  Tideford  and  Kelly  Bray  will  satisfy  the 
district's  need  having  regard  to  supplies  obtained  from  neighbouring  abattoirs. 
This  disposition  of  slaughtering  centres  will  also  ensure  a  continued  100%  meat 
inspection  service,  which  is  so  often  almost  impracticable  in  a  scattered  rural 
area. 


The  number  of  carcases  examined  during  the  year  totalled  2,050,  a  decrease  of 
76  on  the  1956  figures,  but  when  one  remembers  the  difficulties  occasioned  by  petrol 
rationing  at  the  time  of  the  Suez  Crisis,  the  falling  off  in  killing  is 
understandable.  As  a  point  of  interest,  killing  has  actually  increased  by  27% 
in  the  district  since  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  slaughterhouse  at  Tideford 
at  the  end  of  September,  1957,  as  the  following  comparative  figures  for  the  last 
three  months  of  1956  and  1957  show  s- 
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Cattle  (excluding  cows) 

124 

Cattle  (excluding  cows) 

149 

Cows 

7 

Cows 

14 

Calves 

21 

Calves 

27 

Pigs 

212 

Pigs 

273 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

256 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

326. 

Total 

620 

Total 

789 

An  analysis  of  the  year's  work  is  given  in  the  following  schedule  concerning 
the  2,050  carcases  inspected  j- 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheen 

Pins 

Horses 

excludina 

Cows 

SOd 

Lambs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

413 

25 

42 

905 

665 

NIL 

Number  inspected 

413 

25 

42 

905 

665 

NIL 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 

Cvsticercosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

NIL 

3 

10 

NIL 

NIL 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

73 

6 

2 

49 

31 

NIL 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticercosis 

17.9 

24 

11.9 

6.5 

4.7 

NIL 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

5 

1 

NIL 

1 

19 

NIL 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

1.2 

4 

NIL 

0.11 

2.8 

NIL 
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Cvsticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

Cattle 

excludinq 

Cows 

Calves  Sheen 
and 
Lambs 

Pins 

Horses 

condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 

9 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally 

9 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

condemned 

NIL 

NIL 

MIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Inspection  of  other  foodstuffs  during  1957  resulted  in  the  voluntary 
surrender  and  condemnation  of  s- 


Cheese 

35 

lbs. 

Tinned 

fruit 

64 

lbs. 

Tinned 

soups 

445 

lbs. 

Tinned 

peas 

17 

lbs. 

Tinned 

meats 

79 

lbs. 

Tinned 

baby  food 

8 

lbs.  7  ozs 

Tinned 

salad 

4 

lbs, 11  ozs 

Tinned 

spaghetti 

2 

lbs. 

Tinned 

baked  beans 

2 

lbs.  8  ozs 

Tinned 

spaghetti  &  cheese 

5 

lbs. 

Tinned 

fruit  pudding 

60 

lbs. 

Tinned 

fish 

92 

lbs. 

Tinned 

carrots 

31 

lbs. 

Tinned 

macaroni  &  cheese 

36 

lbs. 

Sauces 

131 

bottles 

The  large  amount  of  foodstuffs  condemned  during  the  year  was  due  to  the 
systematic  examination  of  shopkeeper's  stocks  and  the  rejection  of  old  and 
deteriorated  consignments. 

During  the  year  also  60  food  premises  were  inspected  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  comprising  27  general  provisions  shops,  5  fish  and 
chip  friers,  3  greengrocers,  10  butchers,  3  bakehouses,  7  cafes  and  5  confectioners. 

Generally  speaking  the  standard  of  cleanliness  was  again  satisfactory  but  it 
was  found  necessary  in  38  cases  to  require  works  to  be  carried  out  in  order  that  the 
premises  should  comply  with  the  regulations . 

Re-inspections  of  shops  have  been  carried  out  to  see  that  requirements  have 
been  complied  with,  and  in  the  main,  these  works  have  been  found  to  be  completed 
satisfactorily. 

During  the  year  the  Council's  Officers  have  again  carried  out  inspections  on 
behalf  of  the  Saltash  Borough  Council  during  the  absence  of  their  Public  Health 
Inspector,  thus  maintaining  the  spirit  of  co-operation  which  exists  between  the  two 
authorities  in  this  respect. 

The  number  of  registered  Food  Premises  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955,  is  as  follows  s- 


Sale  of  ice  cream  69 
Manufacture  of  ice  cream  3 
Manufacture  of  sausages  7 
Manufacture  of  pressed  meat  1 
Pickling  4 


and  of  these  41  have  been  visited . 
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Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  36  distributors  were  registered  during 
the  year,  and  licences  were  granted  to  23  dealers  to  use  the  Special  Designation 
"Pasteurised1' 5  to  10  dealers  in  "Tuberculin  Tested" 5  and  to  1  dealer  in 
"Sterilised"  milk. 

C AMPINS  SITES  AND  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

The  three  licensed  camping  sites  within  the  district,  at  Treragin  Harrowbarrows 
Downderry  and  Seaton,  were  well  patronised  throughout  the  year. 

In  addition,  32  moveable  dwellings  were  licensed,  mainly  in  the  coastal  area, 
and  the  standard  maintained  was  most  satisfactory,  due  in  no  small  measure  to  the 
ready  co-operation  of  the  licensees  and  their  willingness  to  conform  to  the 
Council's  requirements  for  ensuring  that  local  amenities,  and  inhabitants,  were 
not  offended. 
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